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NFL Poll 


For the second con- 
secutive week, the 
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-Bears received all 70 


first-place votes in a 
poll conducted by the 
Pro Football Writers 


Association. The sev-- 


en members of the 
board of directors of 
the association vote in 
the poll. 
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Doug 
Buffone 











This Victory Never In Doubt 


Every once in awhile the old cliche about football games 
being ‘‘won and lost in the trenches” is proven out on the 
field. The Bears proved this last Sunday in their 26-10 vic- 
tory over the 49ers. 

The Bears’ offensive line gave quarterback Jim McMa- 
hon plenty of time to throw and it also allowed Walter Pay- 
ton to spring some big gainers. You couldn't ask for better 
execution on the part of offensive linemen. 

THE BEARS’ DEFENSIVE line gave Joe Montana and 
his offensive linemen fits. They didn’t know how to stop 
the oncoming Bear rush. It had to be the worst game of 
Randy Cross’ career. He looked like a schoolboy trying 
to stop the Bear pass rush. 

It’s fortunate for the 49ers that the Bears’ top two pass- 
receiving threats, Dennis McKinnon and Emery Moore- 
head, missed the game due to injuries. If they had been 
playing, the Bears would have scored five touchdowns in- 
stead of all those field goals by Kevin Butler. 

The Bears totally dominated this game from start to fin- 
ish. While a 16-point margin of victory is quite an accom- 
plishment, it doesn’t represent the true flavor of the game. 
The 49ers had only one decent drive all day and the rest 
of the time they were either fighting off the Bears or the 
officials. In trying to stop the Bear defense, the 49ers were 
called for every penalty in the book. 

FOR THE FIRST time this season, the Bears’ defense 
looked like the best unit in the NFL. Linebacker Mike Sin- 
gletary is the first to admit the defense had not been play- 
ing up to its capabilities in the first five games. But 
Montana will attest to the fact the defense did nothing 
wrong last Sunday. 





Offensively, this game proved the value of a quarter- 
back like McMahon. While he didn’t have a spectacular 
game, he certainly did enough things to bother the San 
Francisco defense. If it wasn’t his passing, it was his 
scrambling which kept the 49ers off balance. They didn’t 
know what to expect next. With a littie better execution, 
the Bears could have had a bucketful of touchdowns. 

| think many people still don’t believe this Bear team 
is as good as its record shows. But !'ve seen enough to 
convince me that the 1985 version of the club is the best 
unit in the NFL. How many teams could overcome an er- 
ror like the bad McMahon pass which was intercepted and 
returned for a touchdown? Remember the Bob Avellini in- 
terception at Seattle last year which opened the 
floodgates? 

The Bears have four division games coming up and the 
first two aré at home. If they win both of the these con- 
tests, the NFC Central race may be history. The Bears are 
playing so well right now, it is inconceivable to think they 
would let down against any future foe. Mike Ditka wanted 
to see that “‘chip on the shoulder attitude” and it has been 
present throughout this season. 

| don’t even think the Bears wouid take the Little Sis- 
ters of the Poor lightly. They seem to enjoy the fact that 
many people think they’re playing over their heads. When 
they win the division and advance to the Super Bowl, 
maybe people will finally wake up and say, ‘Hey, Ditka’s 
got himself one hell of a team!’ : 

Doug Buffone’s selections for the seventh week of the 
1985 season can be found on Page 70 of this issue. 


SAN FRANCISCO QUARTERBACK Joe Montana (right) had to avoid the oncoming rush of Mike Hartenstine (left) 
and the other Bear linemen all day. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Sweet Revenge vs. San Francisco 


Bears Stay Perfect With a Win Over 49ers 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Forget all those comparisons 
to the 1963 Bears. That team actually ost a game and it 
happened to be at San Francisco on the sixth Sunday of 
the regular season. ; 

The 1985 version of the Bears would rather be a rein- 
carnation of the 1942 Chicago club which went undefeat- 
ed on its march to the NFL title. If last Sunday's 26-10 
victory over the defending World Champion 49ers Is any 
indication, Mike Ditka’s Bears may be on the way to a per- 
fect season. 

SPARKED BY AN AWESOME defensive performance, 
which held Joe Montana and the San Francisco offense 
to just 183 net yards and three points, the Bears proved 
to the nation their perfect record. is no fluke. With a 6-0 
mark, the Bears are now three games ahead of division 
rivals Green Bay, Minnesota and Detroit. 

‘We just wanted to prove to everybody we’re a good 
football team,” said OT Jim Covert. “‘l think some people 
felt we hadn’t played anybody yet. We proved we could 
stay with the best and we beat the World Champions.” 

“We're winning beause we’re working hard and doing 
what it takes to win,’’ added linebacker Mike Singletary. 
“We can’t get into, ‘We’re a great team. We're this. We're 
that.’” We have to keep working.”’ 

WHILE SOME TEAMS would start popping champagne 
corks after defeating a defending World Champion, the 
Bears took the victory in stride and immediately started 
thinking about their next opponent, the Green Bay 
Packers. 

“It feels pretty good right now, but we’ve got a tough 
game next Monday night and we’re looking forward to it,”’ 
said head coach Mike Ditka. 

“The pressure builds each week because every game 
is a bigger challenge,’ said RB Walter Payton who rushed 
for 132 yards and two touchdowns. ‘‘These next four 
games are all against division teams. This one is over. We 
can’t savor it too long.” 

THE BEARS HAVE become so confident they can win 
each week, disastrous plays don’t even bother them. With 
a 16-0 lead in the second quarter and the game in total 
command, one play gave the 49ers new life. The Bears 
had the ball third-and-one at their own 18 and QB Jim 
McMahon went back to pass. Under a heavy rush, he 
threw the ball up for grabs and safety Carlton Williamson 
intercepted it and returned it 43 yards for a touchdown 
to close the gap to 16-7. It appeared momentum was shift- 
ing but looks can sometimes be deceiving. . 
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“They scored and | said, ‘Oh, here we go’,”’ said WR 
Willie Gault. “But we hung in there. The defense continued 
to play strong and the offense started to play ball posses- 


‘sion and we took back control of the game.” 


Except for a handful of plays, San Francisco did very 
little against the Bears’ defense. The lone San Francisco 
scoring drive resulted in a field goal which narrowed the 
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FULLBACK ROGER CRAIG (33) made some big plays in the first half but was a non-factor in the final two quarters. 


(Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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RUNNINGBACK WALTER Payton gets great blocking and picks up some important yardage in the fourth quarter. (Bear 
Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


gap to 16-10 late in the first half, but the 49ers would never 
get-close to scoring again. — 

IN THE SECOND half, the 49ers compiled oniy 45 yards 
and all five of their possessions ended in punts. 

“It was the old Bear defense,” said Singletary. “I’m 
proud of the way we, executed. Our front line is the key.” 
The Bears recorded Seven sacks against Montana includ- 
ing two by LB Wilber Marshall and two by DE Richard 


- Dent. 


“This is the best all-around defensive game we've 
played by far,” said LB Otis Wilson. “‘When you play with 
intensity like we did today, it’s gonna happen.” 

WHILE THE DEFENSIVE line drove Montana and his 
offensive mates crazy, the Bears’ offensive line drove the 
49ers’ defense crazy. It clearly dominated the line of scrim- 
mage and that helped McMahon complete a tot of key 
passes and it opened holes for the Bear running backs. 
As a team, the Bears rushed for 189 yards, 

“It was nice to see the rushing attack work so well 
again,”’ siad OT Keith Van Horne. “We had gotten away 
from it because we had to keep coming from behind in 
‘Our previous wins. We want Walter to get his yards. if we 
can let him do it and have McMahon throw the way he’s 
been, we’re gonna run the points up.” 

While the Bears really didn’t make a big deal out of it. 
this victory was sweet revenge for the debacle in the NFC 
Championship last January. The Bears lost that contesi 
23-0 and were totally dominated by the 49ers. 

“‘LAST YEAR THEY embarrassed us and made some 
big plays on us,”’ said Covert. “They played a fot better 
than we did and just humiliated us. / don’t think any of 
us ever forgot that.” : 

Continued Page 14 


Ditka Is Arrested 


Bears’ head coach Mike Ditka was arrested for allegedly driv- 
ing under the influence of alcohol after he returned to Chicago 
following the Bears’ victory at San Francisco. Ditka was stopped 
by an lllinois State Trooper on the Tri-State Tollway near Touhy 
Ave. He was on his way from O'Hare Airport to his home in Grays- 


« lake, IL. Ditka was also charged with improper lane usage and 


speeding. He was released on bond. Ditka will have a Novem- 
ber court date. 

“Pm disappointed in myself,” Ditka told WMAQ Radio sports 
director Chet Coppock Monday morning. “There’s no reason to 
make a comment now. I'll defend myself at the proper time in 
the appropriate manner.” 
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Bears-49ers Official Statistics 











SCORING SUMMARY FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Chicago Bears...........eeceeceeeeaees 13 3 0 10 — 26 Bears 
San Francisco 49ers...........ssseseeee 0100 0 — 10 RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. LG 1D 
1 - Chicago: Payton 3 run (Butler kick) Payionnc.) te eta eerie 24: alge: ai0h oe le. 2 
1 - Chicago: Butler FG 34 MoMahoniemeenSreraced teen ae 4 24 660 ~=~=«12 0 
1 - Chicago: Butler FG 38 SUNY iene iee aes Se oem Speeoet ON EAT. 0 
2 - Chicago: Butler FG 27 Galil = ar. ge en eh oes 1 bes 50a 0 
2 - San Francisco: Williamson 43 interception return (Wersching kick) REV seen ee Betind note ee gine aes 2 dame 250) "52 0 
2 - San Francisco: Wersching FG 32 Gentry. s. ee. eee ee 1 Se 3.03 0 
4 - Chicago: Butler FG 29 SANGOIS poten teens. ae ee 1 T > 1:0 1 0 
4 - Chicago: Payton 17 run (Butler kick) 
Atendance 60,523 (tickets distributed 61,487; unused 964). Time: 3:05. Tkd. 
‘Weather: Clear skies, temperature 70 degrees, wind light and variable. PASSING Att) “CP Yds) :LG— -Inty Yds; 
McMahon ............. 31 18 186 34 1 1-3 
RECEIVING No. Yds. LG 
ERAETEAN STATISTICS Payton Jee., .ceiptns coe ae Pamela 3) 34 13 
SUhey, tere eer a, ory te cence 5 25 9 
Bears 49ers pes RRP 5 ones ge ote Olaf aan ; 2 o 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS ...........0000000 22 1 haath ieee teeteneeereeteseetaterenees A ee 
BYARUSHING $538 1h tle comeieae ernst potent 13 Cie ge aC SE CC ee ie nec” Se ae 
By; Passing... inte rier eneaneeee Tay ce = 8 ; 6 INTERCEPTIONS 
By: Penalty2.25.= co-eteeie nes ee 1 0 kisne 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 5-15 3-11 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............. 0-0 0-0 
TOTAL NET YARDS...c022.0...c0eeseseese 372 «18 i ap Ne ‘es pipe nz _ 
Total Off. Plays Pe .' 
(Inc. times passing) .................... 1 48 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ......0....00ceeees 52 3.8 ae RETURNS a se ave 6 
NET YARDS RUSHING .................... 189 Clem etme Se a ea ; 
- Total Rushing Plays ..................... 39 12 : y L 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play.................. 4.8 5.6 ete HEIRS | a ¥ bas md a 
NETRYARDS: PASSING tess pete eee nests 183 116 > a RT 1 aan tai Mod 
Times Thrown — (Pace ERO a ce ce arc 3 he ” = S 2 
Yds. Lost Att. To Pass ................. 1-3 7-44 Own Opp Yn oe ae 
Gross Yds. Passing.................... 186 160 Ri : OB : ¢ 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — FUMBLES No. Rec. Rec. SAN FRANCISCO DEFENSIVE back Eric Wright (21) 
HAD INTERCEPTED.............ceee00: 31-18-1  29-17-0 TaylOt 0. ees. ee eens eeeeeeeeee es ee ae knocks the ball away from wide receiver Willie Gault. (Bear 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play Hampton PTR Ang Wl fe hse 5 0 0 1 0 Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 57 3.2 WIISOM 0... eee cerns eee ee eee OF per wared 0 ; 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV. ................... 3-45.0 7-47.6 
Had Blocked ............0-0.0eccee eens 0 0 aieine 49ers ‘uevateRerae Paes. ee as 
TOTARET: VARDAGEM poten: uae 101 218 Craig an oe ‘3 meee : tet 
No. and Yds. Punt Ret. .................. 6-38 1-1 THe Me. eae A 2 : el ne eae nee a 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 3-63 TEL agen fee SONS Set SS : 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret.................. 0-0 1-43 Montana ...... 0.2... 0eese sees eee a>» 0» 0.0 0 : eae os 
PENALTIES — NO. AND YDS............... 7-45 13-94 Tkd - ae 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............... 1-0 4-2 PASSING Ait. 0p Yas e Yds, 5 = aa. icon 
ate MNS ye ager ge ; } Montana: sh See ere: 29 4 17-~=«160.«17—=—«7-Ad Sanders ........ 2 0 ie a ae aby 0 
inge ee eI Frazier ....... poe” 1 ea Oh ee ae 
OSS. tty” ages Sat are Ae 7 RECEIVING No. Yds. LG Berson’. ..c venient Set he cas 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 2-2 1-4 oa eee ee reeset eee ene e ee eeeeeeees i s 3 NS. oo eer. t : : , : : 4 
FG MADE — ATT. 0.2.0... 20: eecceeeae eee 4-4 1- Bros Ns as ee caegee aimed ict > 2° “ren rags eee inate oe ot ae 
TIME ORPQSSESSIONIme soe ee sere 36:37 23:23 fo a ae 3 ae 3 = vette i ; ; ' 5 4 = 
Francis Aten Meen tsi tenears = 4 ele: 2” Gm 8: . ~~ sSingletane.., 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 
CLaIg pense ats Os os tre haan eoreaels 1 14 14 ‘Morrissey ....... 3 0 0 0 0 0 
[| AW Al . ; HarmOn eee ceed cent. 5°. Fu. Saree 1 5 5 Wilson ......... 3 1 4 3 0 0 { 
Marshall ........ 3 2 2 9 0 0 0 
CH IC AGO B E ARS F ANS INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. Avg. LG TD Perry..........- { 1 0 0 0 0 0 
N Williamson! 2eSse c. orogens es 1 43 430 43 4 Hartenstine...... { { 0 0 0 0 0 
McMichael ...... 3 1 1 9 0 1 0 
EE RO BOWL PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. In20 LP Dent... nee 2 0 D) 18 0 0 0 
RUMager iimct., sae ees 7 333° 47.6 2 52 Keys: cen 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 6, 1985 Hampton 2 te ee See 
: PUNT RETURNS No. Yds. Avg. LG Forced Fumbles: Marshall 1, Hampton 1. 
THREE ISLAND PROGRAM McLemore .................s..2s45 1 ) Ore Notes: Team total 7 sacks for 44 yards. 
MAUI - HAWAII - OAHU (WAIKIKI BEACH) 9) kickorF RETURNS No. Yds. Avg. LG 49ers 
Enjoy 9 fantastic days in beautiful Maui, sunny Kona MONTOG ... 2... 60s ee essere eee eens 5 124 248 40 i -k° SK Vi one ee oe 
and exciting Honolulu. Soak up the sun, swim, golf, Harmonaed.. tsa tee ae ere 2 50 25.0 31 Nines ns wee 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 
play tennis, fish, shop, you name it! And see your Wright.......... 9 4 0 0 0 1 0 
favorite Bears player in the Pro Bowl. panee Opp. ae 2 ‘ : 5 : 
What’s included in your Hawaii Pro Bowl package... FUMBLES No. Rec. Yds. Rec. Williamson ...... Sit fe 1 0 
* Foungte Hie on United Airlines * Risserved seat for game Montand “scas2@0. 2: aces oe ee 1 0 5 0 RING? «sass aes 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
ight. i rt j 
* inieetsan ater on Mid Pacific *ProBowl gift Tyler a ee a ee eee a 1 2 0 0 Lott rear 1 1 0 0 0 Q 0 
Airlines ; * Flower Lei greeting % keits.. 2 ee ee 7s 2 0 0 0 4 0 
x2 Neti at the Inter Continental Hotel * Baggage pandling - McLemore ...... 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
in Maui ? x Inflight cocktails ~ a Ellison 4 5 0 0 0 1 9 
3 nights at the H Regent ‘ a 8 | North Knife l akeladqe | _ Ellison......... 
SC Nelle Nac North Knife Lake Lodge | {isi . 2+ Pee ae 
* On ie n i . ° A . 
the DeautiulsunnyKona Coast ‘Price $1,499.00 per” Modern Rustic Lodge with Convention Ferrari... 1°, & So ae 
ela sortstion to and from hotels and person double Facilities & Modern Cabins. American Plan. J. Fahnhorst..... 1 1 Gp" 20 0 0 0 
rts 5 . 
+ Transportation to and trom football ce Great Fishing for Northern, Walleye, Trout a oes ae : : : : ‘ : 
game he : Sag | gies Oo Ged ee 
and the Sail Fish of the North Arctic Grayling. 
CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS, SPECIAL INTEREST Fly Out Service To Our Camps Meee Dean. ts. os 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
GROUPS OR INDIVIDUAL REQUESTS WELCOMED Board ee 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
For complete details, please call or write: Box 304, CHURCHILL, MANITOBA, ee ae : ; . : : é : 
THE TRAVEL AGENCY, INC. CANADA ROB 0E0 eel ee ‘eS sate ge Se 
{Ot:NorthWacker'Drive:Suite245;° M.S een gate nion en ee met cy 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 (204) 675-2583 tig Sint : Wr é ; : ; 


= PES Sy Ine eee Ferced Fumbles: None. Notes: Team Total 1 sack for 3 yards. 
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The Bears didn’t come right out ‘and announce they 
were ignoring the San Francisco 49ers, but the advantage 
of a 5-0 start is enjoying the luxury of looking ahead. 

“Our next four games are important because ‘they're 
all division games,” said center Jay Hilgenberg. 

“AFTER THOSE FOUR games, we'll know pretty much 
where we stand,” said coach Mike Ditka. 

“The 49er game is for the fans. The division games are 
for us,” said defensive coordinator Buddy Ryan before the 
49er game. ‘‘I’m. not worried about the 49ers. It’s those 
division games that worry me.” 
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Green Bay twice, Detroit and Minnesota are in the next 
stretch for the Bears. It’s not that they are ‘‘playing them 
four at a time,’’ but they are able to see their future clear- 
ly, in months rather than in minutes. When a team car- 
ries the baggage of failure, it must look over the shoulder 
as well as look ahead. It is difficult to play loose because 
there is a lingering feeling that something is sneaking up 
on you. You must “‘play them one at a time,’ because 
each game becomes more important than the last, espe- 
cially if you’re losing. 

WINNING IS RELATIVELY new to most of the Bears. 
Ditka has had more experience at it and he has not only 
preached how to win, he has tutored his players in how 
to keep winning. Focus is the answer. How is the ques- 
tion? lf Ditka has accomplished nothing else, he has 
managed to get his team to play hard every week. 
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His ranting and raving on the sidelines is not his most 
effective vehicle for imparting his feelings to his players. 
They are more impressed by Ditka’s philosophy. 

“The main thing we try to talk about is we don’t have 
any control over two weeks from now or four weeks. We 
have a lot of control over three hours on Sunday. That’s 
the only thing we try to stress. That’s got to be our kind 
of football played that day for so many hours,”’ said Ditka. 

“MIKE REALLY STRESSES that,’ said tackle Jim 
Covert. “Even looking back, too. You can’t look back on 
what you did last year. You can’t say we reached the NFC 
Championship Game so we’re automatically going to be 
there next year. He stressed that a lot in camp and early 
in the season. He prevents us from looking back and look- 
ing forward.” 

Ditka stresses the game of the day, but keeps the big 
picture in focus, too. One of Ditka’s pet peeves is how the 
media can sometimes turn every week into a mini-season, 
overplaying the importance of each win or loss. The truth 
is that no one game makes or breaks a season, unless 
it’s the Super Bowl. 

So the Bears, under Ditka, are learning not to get too 
excited about winning or losing. There were times after 
their first five victories when they expressed downright dis- 
appointment in the way they played. They know they are 
a good team, so improvement becomes as important as 
performance. 

THE LAST TIME the Bears were 5-0 before this year 
was in 1963. They went to San Francisco and were upset 
20-14 by a 49er team that was a joke to everyone but Ge- 
orge Halas, who had sent out warnings all week that they 
could be dangerous. ; 

After the fifth game, in which tight end Ditka caught four 
touchdown passes, Halas was asked if the Bears were a 
great team. 

“No, this is not a great Bear team,”’ said Halas. “‘It has 
just been a very good team on five days this year.”’ 

THE PARALLELS ARE interesting, if not eerie. 

After four victories this year, Ditka was asked if the Bears 
were a great team. 


“No,”’ he said. ‘We just try to play hard every week.” 


PLAYING HARD IS not a difficult concept to stress if 
the players you employ don’t know any different. The 
Bears have lots of players who automatically play hard. 
That is to Ditka’s credit, too. 


Continued Next Page 





HEAD COACH MIKE Ditka (left) discusses strategy with running back Walter Payton. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan 


. Daniel) 





The Chicago Bears are hot after clinching their 
first ever NFL Central Division Championship. Mike 
Ditka’s troops expect to go even farther this 
season! 

For Bear fans everywhere, there is only one 
publication that gives you exclusive, in-depth 
coverage of the Bears... and their winning ways. 

_ It’s Doug Buffone’s Chicago Bear Report, the 26 
times a year weekly newspaper that’s a must for 
every Bear fan. 

_lf you subscribe today, you'll get all’the Bear 
facts delivered to your home and a FREE 8” x 10” 
full color Bear team photo, ideal for display in your 
home or office. (The photo is mailed in December.) 

Like the Chicago Bears, the BEAR REPORT is 
unrivaled in its league. Subscribe now and find out 
for yourself! 


BEAR REPORT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER ! 


Chicago Bear Report, 1271 W. Dundee Rd., 
Box 89E, Buffalo Grove, iL 60089 


(_] 1-year (26 issues) for only {_) 2-years (52 issues) for only 
$19.95, a BIG 38% $35.95, a BIGGER 44% 
SAVINGS over the SAVINGS over the 
newsstand price of $32.50 newsstand price of $65:00, 

(Check here if this is a renewal. 
Delivery by First Class Mail available for $26.00 per year in 
addition to subscription costs. Please enclose this additional 
amount with your order, if requesting special handling. 


(_] Yes, | want to foliow-all the 1985 Bear Action. Enter my 
subscription to the BEAR REPORT for the term indicated. 
Please send me FREE the 1985 Bear Team four-color photo. 
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Winning 


“Mike got rid of some players who were wallowing 
around. That’s got a lot to do with it,” said defensive tackle 
Steve McMichael. ““We’ve got a bunch of guys who want 
to play hard every down and prove they can play hard ev- 
ery down.” 

But isn’t that easier said than done, | asked McMichael. 

“WHY? McMICHAEL asked back. “Maybe that’s why 
we’re playing and you’re writing.” 

To McMichael, the formula is so simple it requires little 
explanation. 

“Everybody that’s playing is good. If you don’t get ready 


for the guy you're playing against every week, he’s going 
to kick your butt,” said McMichael. “To do it in a game, 
you've got to practice at it. You’re not going to just go into 
a game and do a move you ain’t ever done before. You’ve 
got to work on it in practice. Mike Ditka stresses that to 
the offense and Buddy’s the same way with us. This is 
just like any other profession. There’s people who like to 
work and lazy SOB’s.” 

THERE IS A practical side as well as an emotional one 
in this business. It is pro football, after all. The Bears have 
a chance to earn more money if they beat division oppo- 
nents. Beating division opponents will almost always as- 
sure a team of winning its division. 

“They're like two games because they give you a win 
and the other team a loss in your division,” said tight end 
Emery Moorehead. 


Players on teams that win divisions earn $10,000 apiece, 
decent spending money for Christmas. 

THE BEARS HAVE spent enough Christmases at home. 

“Three of our captains — Walter Payton, Gary Fencik, 
and Mike Singletary — have gone through ‘some pretty 
lean years,”’ said Ditka: “They understand that syndrome 
that went around. Everytime you win two games in a row, 
all of asudden you break your arm patting yourself on the 
back. You figure, ‘Well, we'll roll the helmets out next 
week.’ They go out the next week and get’ their butts 
kicked. 

“We don’t want that mentality. We don’t need it. We're 
going to have to fight for everything we get, but that’s not 
bad. We have players who have been around long enough 
to understand there’s a price you pay for winning. One 
thing is not taking anybody lightly in this league.” 





Game Notebook 


Kevin Butler Is a Major Scoring Threat 


By Mark Friedlander 
Editor 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA — Even though he hasn’t con- 
nected on a field goal from more than 38 yards out, rookie 
placekicker Kevin Butler continues to lead the NFL in kick 
scoring. 

With four field goals and two extra points last Sunday, 
Butler accounted for 14 of the Bears’ points in the 26-10 
victory over the 49ers. Butler has now scored 63 points 
this season. 

‘‘! TOLD YOU ABOUT Kevin Butler,’ said a beaming 
Mike Ditka following the win at San Francisco. “He has 

. the ability to be in the top one or two in the league in his 
department. He’s that good. Nothing bothers him. He has 
a strong leg. He’s got talent. He’s got form. He’s got con- 
fidence. He’s quite a guy and a heck of an athlete to boot. 
| always feel he can hit it.” ‘s 

Butler’s teammates also have great confidence in the 
former Georgia star. 

“If we get the ball inside the 50-yard line, we have a 
threat in Kevin Butler,”’ said SS Dave Duerson. ‘“‘We have 
a great kicker.” 

WITH FIELD GOALS of 34, 38, 27 and 29 yards vs. the 
49ers, Butler has now connected on seven straight and 
is 14 of 18 for the season. 

“In tight games like this, you can see how important the 


a 


kicking game is,” Butler said. ‘‘Our offense keeps getting 
us into field goal range. | come into a game mentally ready 
to kick. They were big points. I’m glad | made them all 
today.” 

ePeople watching the game must have been shocked 


when defensive tackle William Perry lined up as a fullback 


in. the final moments of the game. The 320-pound 
“Refrigerator’”’ carried the ball on the last two plays of the 
contest gaining two yards on each play. 

“IT WAS JUST something to do. Something fun,” Perry 
said. “‘Last week, coach Ditka said in practice he might 
run me at fullback a little bit.” 

“| just wanted to see if he could run with it,” Ditka said 
with a straight face. No doubt the 49ers weren’t laughing 
about it. 

After last year’s NFC Championship Game, San Fran- 
cisco head coach Bill Walsh predicted the Bears would 
be the team to beat in the NFL this year. On Sunday, his 
words came back to haunt him. 

“‘’M HERE TO report that we got a sound beating to- 
day,’ Walsh said. ‘‘You’ve got to take the good with the 
bad and today was very bad. Give Chicago credit. They 
played a great game and they beat us handily. The Bear 
defense was intense and ferocious. It was a good, sound 
beating. We have no excuses for it. 

“We're now in a position where we must be considered 





QUARTERBACK JIM McMAHON kept the 49ers off balance with his scrambling ability. (Bear Report photo by Jona- 


than Daniel) 


a very average football team. We were ready to play to- 
day. We just didn’t play a great game. We were in there 
with a pretty darn good football team. They executed beau- 
tifully.” 

eln the NFC Championship Game last January, the 
49ers had no problems contending with the Bears’ 
defense. Last Sunday, the problems were endless. 

“THEY WERE BLITZING quite a bit today,” said OT 
Keith Fahnhorst. ‘We had execution breakdowns, penal- 
ties, and they are a damn: good football team. We had 
some breakdowns. | just can’t explain them yet. We just 
didn’t get the job done. Maybe it was a lack of concentra- 
tion. | just don’t understand why because | thought we 
were ready to play.” 

Duerson said the Bears played in their ‘‘46’' alignment 
for most of the,contest. He said he was amazed the 49ers 
did not score a touchdown on offense. 

“I didn’t realize that until after the game when Kenny 
Taylor mentioned it to me,’’ Duerson said. “We knew. if 
we played Buddy (Ryan’s) defense the way he designed 
it, it would give us a great game plan. We beared down 
and played a tight game. We executed and that’s the 
difference.” 

“WE DID IT TO them two years ago and felt like we 
could come back and do it again today,” said CB Mike 
Richardson. ‘We felt it would take hard work for two halves 
and that’s what it took.” , 

*Before the game last Sunday, Bear’s center Jay Hil- 
genberg received some advice from his brother Joel which 
may have helped in the victory. Joel is the starting center 
for the New Orleans Saints, and three weeks ago, the 
Saints upset the 49ers at Candlestick Park, 20-17. 

“| talked to my brother a lot during the week and even 
watched some of his film,” Jay said. ‘It is a big advan- 
tage for me that he is a starting center in the NFL. It helps 
me a lot.” 

Jay was part of the Bears’ offensive line which domi- 
nated the 49ers’ defensive line throughout the contest. 

“I think we went out and went after them early,’’ Hil- 
genberg said. “Our pass protection was a lot better to- 
day than it was last January. Our line is a year older, and 
stronger and smarter. | think people will start noticing the 
talent we have on the offensive line.” 


Next Week’s Issue 


Next week’s issue of the BEAR REPORT will feature 
extensive coverage of the nationally-televised game be- 
tween the Bears and Packers. It will also include a detailed 
preview of the upcoming home contest vs. the Vikings. 
Because the Bears-Packers game is being played on a 
Monday night, the issue will go to press and willbe mailed 
on Tuesday, October 22. 


League Statistics 


After five weeks of regular season play, the Bears ranked fourth 
in the NFL in total offense (Sth passing, 7th rushing) and'second 
in the NFC (2nd passing, 4th rushing). The Bears also ted the 
NFL in scoring with 163 points. On defense, the Bears ranked 
14th in the NFL (2nd vs. rush, 24th vs. pass) and seventh in the 
NFC (1st vs. rush, 13 vs. pass). 

In individual categories, QB Jim McMahon led the NFL in pass- 
ing with a 106.2 rating. Placekicker Kevin Butier led the NFL in 
kick scering with 49 points (10 field goais, 19 PAT’s). WR Den- 
nis McKinnon ranked second in the NFC in touchdown scoring 
with six and ranked sixth in receiving yards with 381. 

Running back Walter Payton ranked ninth in rushing with 290 
yards. Willie Gault led the NFL in kickoff return average with a 
36.3 mark. Ken Taylor ranked third in the NFC in punt returns 
witha 10.5 average. Punter Maury Buford ranks fourth with a 43.5 
average. CB Leslie Frazier is tied for fourth in interceptions with 
three. ; 
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Bears Go To the Head Of the Class 


Mike Ditka was right. It’s time to stop talking about the 
1963 Bears and start appreciating the 1985 edition. 

Last Sunday’s 26-10 victory at San Francisco clearly es- 
tablished the Bears as a charter member of the NFL’s top 
echelon. This is a team capable of reaching the Super 
Bowl. 

THE CONTRAST IN San Francisco between the defend- 
ing champion 49ers and the emerging power from Chica- 
go was as clear as the San Francisco sky. The 49ers were 
whistled for 13 penalties and their offense could not 
produce a touchdown against Buddy Ryan’s defense. 

The Bears, nursing a 16-10 lead into the fourth quart- 
ef, got a clutch field goal from rookie Kevin Butler, who 
was four-for-four in the pressure cooker atmosphere, and 
drove the ball downfield on the ground to score and se- 
cure the lid on the 49ers’ coffin. In the process, the offense 
chewed 712 minutes off the clock and that’s the way cham- 


By 


Dick 
4 Gonski 








pions play this game. 

Bear fans watching around the nation saw a possible 
changing of the guard as well as a tackle-eligible and a 
noseguard playing fullback. This was fun to watch. 

NOW THE 6-0 BEARS host the archrival Green Bay 
Packers next Monday night at Soldier Field. The Packers 
come into the game 3-3 on the heals of a last-second win 
over the Vikings at Milwaukee’s County Stadium. The Pack 
will be facing a Bear team off to its best start since 1942. 

This game begins a four-game swing through the NFC 
Central Division for the Bears. After Green Bay, the Vik- 
ings come to Soldier Field, then it’s a trip to Green Bay 
before hosting Detroit. Currently, the Bears are 3-0 against 
division competition, so these next four games represent 


FULLBACK Matt Suhey made many big plays vs. the 49ers 
as arunner and as a receiver. (Bear Report photo by Jona- 
than Daniel) 





\ 





QUARTERBACK JOE MONTANA (left) asks head coach Bill Walsh, ‘What should I do next?’ (Bear Report photo 


by Jonathan Daniel) 


the most crucial portion of the Bears’ 1985 schedule. 

At stake is the division title, then the home field advan- 
tage in the playoffs. Winning the division title can give a 
team both. That’s why these next four games are crucial. 
The glamour of the 49ers isn’t there, but the value of win- 
ning these four is obviously more important. 

THIS IS NOT the time to be thinking about Miami or the 
Los Angeles Rams. NFL writers will be talking about the 
Bears’ Super Bowl chances and Jim McMahon will replace 
Dan Marino and Joe Montana as this year’s most spec- 
tacular quarterback. But Green Bay is only game seven 
of 16. ; 

Several factors have this team in the prominent posi- 
tion it now enjoys. They look like a confident team afraid 
of no one. At San Francisco, the Bears’ offense capital- 
ized on two 49er turnovers and scored 16 quick points. 
They threw the ball repeatedly in plus-territory against one 
of the league’s best secondaries. That’s confidence. 

The defense had Randy Cross and Keith Fahnhorst con- 
tinually rising up to block those Bear blitzers too quickly 
as if the veteran 49er linemen realized the task was hope- 
less without some sort of edge, legal or otherwise. The 
49ers’ offense did not cross midfield until the second quart- 
er. It was almost too late even then. 

ONE OF THE LEAST publicized reasons why McMa- 
hon is having such a great year is the blocking of Waiter 
Payton. Sweetness is perhaps the best running back in 
the league at picking up the blitz, giving McMahon the ex- 
tra second or two he needs to find the open man. McMa- 
hon has used his mobility wisely in the pocket and his No. 
1 passing rating is the result. 

The blocking of the offensive line as well as Matt Su- 
hey and Dennis McKinnon is making this offense click. 
McMahon would be the first to agree with that assessment. 
Network replays late Sunday showed time after time how 
turn blocks and pulling guards leading the sweeps result- 
ed in big yardage in crucial ball conirol situations. 

On Monday night, the national TV audience gets to see 
this unit in action. The Bears have not enjoyed much suc- 
cess on Monday Night Football in the past, but in the past, 
a lot of Sundays have been no bargain either. 

- BUT THISIS A different Bear team, led by a irrepressi- 
ble quarterback and a “‘meaner than a junkyard dog” 
defense. The credit must go to Mike Ditka and ultimately 
to the late George Halas for hiring him. This is a team that 
beat the World Champions without Dennis MeKinnon and 
Emery Moorehead, its top two receivers this year. It’s a 
team that lost two starters from the top defense in the 
league. Obstacles no longer frighten this team. 

Going into the Green Bay game, the only possible 
problem is overconfidence. That term has rarely been ap- 





plied to recent Bear teams, but 6-0 is heady siuff. The 
Bears are coming off their biggest win of the year so a 
letdown is a danger. 

As long as the Bears realize that the rest of the league 
is no longer laughing at Chicago, and that teams are ~ 
preparing for them like they used to prepare for the Cow- 
boys and Raiders, they'll be all right. 

This Bear team is capable of great things in 1985. As 
Payton said, “‘We’re hungrier this year.’ That hunger must 
not waver. They are playing like a team possessed, a team 
possessed with solid talent and above-average coaching. 

Ditka’s ability to maintain the intensity while allowing 
for some humor is just the right touch the Bears needed. 
Andy Frederick is not a threat to make us forget Ditka as 
a tight end, and the sight of William Perry taking a hand- 
off and hitting the hole won't be forgotten soon. Papa Bear 
must be chuckling to himself as this team, his final lega- 
cy to Chicago, frolics around Halas Hall this week. They 
are relaxed and confident because they are winners. 


injury Report 


Wide receiver Dennis McKinnon did not suit up for the game 
vs. the 49ers because he had fluid drained from his teft knee last 
week. That knee has been operated on twice during the last ten 
months. Tight end Emery Moorehead (sprained knee) aiso didn’t 
play vs. San Francisco. He was.hurt in the victory at Tampa Bay. 
Both are expected to play vs. the Packers next Monday night. 

Fullback Calvin Thomas sustained a bruised right knee vs. the 
49ers and his status is uncertain for the Green Bay game. 


LEARN ROBOTICS 


COMPUTER AIDED MANUFACTURING AND DESIGN 
Courses solely dedicated to Automated Manufacturing Technoloay 
leading to Degrees in Electromechanical Technology — Robatics 
Register Now for Jan. 1986 Quarter. 


B.S.* (12 girs.) or Assoc. of Applied Science (9 girs.) 
Register Now For January 1986 Quarter 
Approved by lilinois State Board of Higher Educaiion 
eExtensive hands on training eRobotic courses taught by technology 


leaders ¢Financiai programs available to qualified applicants *Job 
placement assistance eDays — Evenings — Weekends 


Cali Ms. Robin 312-775-8500 


An'equal opportunity educatorfemployer ~~ Application for degree autharity peading 


SNFSAR ROBOTIC TECHNOLOGY 


6323 N. Avor 
Chicago. lilie 


\ 
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Green Bay Packers vs. Chicago Bears 


Monday, October 21 
Soldier Field 


Chicago, Illinois 
8 p.m. CST 





Chicago Bears’ 
Numerical Roster 











No. Player Pos. Ht. Wt Age Yr. College 

4 Steve Fuller ............... QB 6-4 195 28 7 Clemson 

6 Kevin Butler ............... K 6-1 204-3 R_ Georgia 

8 Maury Buford .............. P 60 195 4 "Texas Tech 

9 Jim McMahon..............0B 6-1 190 25 4 BYU 

18 Mike Tomezak . evel) 6-1 ike) 9 are R_ Ohio St. 

21 Leslie Frazier .............. CB 6-0 187 26 5 Alcorn St. 

22 Dave Duerson.............. S$ 6-1 203.4 3 Notre Dame 

23 Shaun Gayle............... CB 5-11 19323 2 Ohio St. 

26 Matt Suhey................FB 5-11) ere. a7, 6 Penn St. 

27 ‘Mike Richardson............ CB 6-0 188 © 24 3 Arizona St. 

29° Dennis Gentry.............. RB 5-8 181 26 4 Baylor 

31 Thomas Sanders ..... .. RB §11 203 23 R_ Texas A&M 

Ges KON aVOtaN apr sauce seme CB 64 185.021 R_ Oregon St. 

33 Calvin Thomas ........... .FB 5-11 245 5 4 Illinois 

34 Walter Payton..............RB 510 202 31 11 Jackson St. 

45 Gary Fencik ............... S 61 196 31 10 Yale 

48 Reggie Phillips............. DB 510 170 24 RS. Methodist 

50 Mike Singletary............. LB 6-0 228 6 5 Baylor 

51 Jim Morrissey.............. LB 6-3 215 22 R_ Michigan St. 

52m CHAT TIT tumgnean sae ees ale Mie LB 6-1 230 29 7 E.C. Oklahoma 

55°= Otis, Wilson@anctne <1 ces emt LB 6-2 PAV dom 72) 6 Louisville 

57)" qomimayer”, wes tess ona GC 64 261 23 R_ Notre Dame 

58 Wilber Marshall............. LB 61 2258 2 Florida 

59) Ron\Riveraiee. ys, caewee re LB 63 239 «(83 2 California 

60 Tom Andrews..............0L 6-4 267 4 2 Louisville 

62) Mark! Borzietie. yer vanes G 6-6 269 4 3 lowa 

63 Jay Hilgenberg........... c 63 258 3-6 5 lowa 

70 Henry Waechter 65 275 = 6 4 Nebraska 

71 Andy Frederick... 6-6 265 3 9 New Mexico 

72 - William Perry .............. 6-2 $25. 22 R_ Clemson 

73 Mike Hartenstine ........... DE 6-3 254 32 11 Pennsylvania St. 

74 Jim Covert 6-4 271 25 3 Pittsburgh 

75 Stefan Humphries .......... G 6-3 26323 2 Michigan 

76 Steve McMichael ........... DT 6-2 260 8-27 6 Texas 

78 Keith Van Horne..........,.T 6-6 280 = 27 5 USC 

80 Tim Wrightman............. TE 6:3 237 _ 25 R UCLA 

81 James Maness........... .WR 61 174-22 R_ Texas Christian 

82 Ken Margerum............. WR 60 180 26 4 Stanford 

83 Willie Gault................ WR 6-0 178 4 3 Tennessee 

85 Dennis McKinnon........... WR - 61 185 23 3 Florida St, 

86 Brad Anderson............. WR 6-2 198 24 2 Arizona 

87 Emery Moorehead .......... TE 62 220 31 9 Colorado 

95 Richard Dent .............. DE 65 263 24 3 Tennessee St. 

98 Tyrone Keys.....,........ DE 67 267. 5 3 Mississippi St. 

99 DanHampton............ DT 6-5 267. 7 7 Arkansas 
COACHING STAFF 


HEAD COACH: Mike Ditka 


ASSISTANTS: Jim Dooley, Dale Haupt, Ed Hughes, Steve Kazor, Jim LaRue, Ted Plumb, Johnny Roland, 


Buddy Ryan, Dick Stanfel. 





DEFENSIVE END EZRA JOHNSON 


Special to the BEAR REPORT 

GREEN BAY, WI — Will the real Green Bay Packers please 
stand up? 

It is the team which won seven out of its final eight games last 
season? - 

IS IT THE TEAM which looked pathetic in a 24-3 loss to the 
New York Jets at Milwaukee County Stadium a few weeks ago? 

Is it the team which murdered the Detroit Lions 43-10 two weeks 
ago? 

Not even head coach Forrest Gregg is sure what kind of team 
he has this year. 

“| DON’T KNOW what the future holds for this team,” Gregg 
said following the victory over the Lions. “‘I think at least we have 
our nose into the wind.” 

The Packers, who are currently posting a 3-3 record following 
their 20-17 victory over the Vikings last Sunday, looked like a Su- 
per Bowl contender vs. the Lions. They took advantage of six 


Detroit turnovers. Starting quarterback Lynn Dickey threw two’ 
touchdown passes before having to leave the game due to a‘ 


bruised throwing hand. The Pack compiled 512 net yards includ- 
ing 285 on the ground. Jessie Clark led all runners with 74 yards 
on 15 carries. 

“We just haven’t been executing well as a unit previously,” 
said WR Phil Epps who scored two of the touchdowns. “‘I think 
it was just execution today. We needed to be consistent today 
and | think for the most part we were. | just think we needed to 


Continued Page 10 





Green Bay Packers’ 
Numerical Roster 


No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Age Yr. College 

10 Al Del Greco K 510 199 23 2 Aubum 

11 Joe Prokop 14 62'2 225 25 1 CalPoly Pamona 

12. Lynn Dickey QB 64 203 35 15 Kansas ‘State 

16 Randy Wright QB 62 194 24 2 Wisconsin 

18 Jim Zom QB 62 200 32 10 Cal PolyPamona 

22 Mark Lee DB 511 188 27 6 Washington 

24 Mossy Cade DB 60 199 23: R ~ Texas 

25 Harlan Huckleby RB 61 201 27 ~=«68 ~—s Michigan 

26 Tim Lewis DB 5-11 191 23 3 Pittsburgh 

27 ‘Gary Hayes........ DB 510 180 28 2 Fresno State 

28 Mike McLeod DB 60 180 27 2 Montana State 

31 Gerry Ellis FB 1% 225 27 6 Missouri 

33 Jessie Clark FB 60 233 25 3. Arkansas 

37 Mark Murphy FS 6-2 201 27 5 West Liberty 

40 Eddie Lee very HB 60% 214 28 6 Georgia Tech 

41 Tom Flynn... S 60 19 823 «2 _~— Pittsburgh 

42° Gary Ellerson . . RB 511 220-22) Wisconsin 

43 Daryll Jones .. . DB 60 199 23 2 Georgia 

51 Guy Prather _. LB 62 2299 27 #5 Grambling 

52 George Cumby . . LB 60% 24 28 6 Oklahoma 

53 Mike Douglass _. {18 60 214 «893 = 8S San Diego State 

55 Randy Scott ..... ren 61 222 2605S Mlabama 

57. Rich Moran .. GIG 62% 272 23 R San Diego State 

58 Mark Cannon Cc 63 «BBS Texas Arfington 

59 John Anderson . LB 63 229 29 8 Michigan 

60 Blake Moore .._. .. GG 65 272 27 6 Wooster 

65 Ron Halistrom........... 6 66 283 26 4 lowa 

67 Karl Swanke __.. Poa 66 22 27 6 Boston College 

68 Greg Koch. ........... a 64 278 «629 9S Arkansas 

70 Keith Uecker... .... .-. Gi 65 283 «25-4 Auburn 

71 Mark Shumate a 65 265 2 1 Wisconsin 

75 Ken Ruetigers.. . yp act Ok 65) 267. 23). -BamUSS 

76 Alphonso Carreker. 1 DE 66 260 23 2 Forida’State 

79 Donnie Humphrey . _DE 63 275° 24 2 Aubum 

80 James Lofton __.WR 63 197 29 8 Stanford 

82 Paul Coffman _TE 63 225 2 8 Kansas State 

85 Phillip Epps _.WR 59% 155 26 4 Texas-Christian 

86 Ed West ........ tae &1 242 24 2 — Aubum 

87 Walter Stanley ... -WRIKR §=5-9% 180 22 A Mesa College 

88 Preston Dennard . ..WR 61 183 2 8 New Mexico 

90 Ezra Johnson .. DE 64 259 2 9 Morris Brown 

91 Brian Noble. . LB 63% 237 22 R Arizona State 

93 Robert Brown DE 62 20 22 «4 VPI 

94 Charles Martin DT 64 270 2 2 Livingston 

99 John Dorsey LB 62% 235 25 2 Connecticut 
Coaching Staff 


Head Coach: Forrest Gregg 
Assistant Coaches: Lew Carpenter, Virgil Knight, Dick Modzelewski, Herb Paterta, Chuck Priefer, Ken 
Riley, Bob Schnelker, Jerry Wampfier 





LB John Anderson 





TE Paul Coffman 


FB Gerry Ellis 


G Row Hallstrom 


DE Chariie Martin 
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WHEN GIVEN GOOD protection, quarterback Lynn Dickey can be deadly. (Bear Report 


photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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WIDE RECEIVER JAMES Lofton appears to be headed toward another Pro Bowl ap- 


pearance. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


Green Bay vs. Chicago Lineups 


Bears’ Offense ° 


83 Willie Gault, 82 Ken Margerum 
74 Jim Covert, 71 Andy Frederick 
62 Mark Bortz, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 60 Tom Andrews 
57 Tom Thayer, 75 Stefan Humphries 
78 Keith Van Horne, 71 Andy Frederick 
87 Emery Moorehead, 80 Tim Wrightman 
34 Walter Payton, 29 Dennis Gentry 
26 Matt Suhey, 33 Calvin Thomas 
9 Jim McMahon, 4 Steve Fuller 
85 Dennis McKinnon, 86 Brad Anderson 


Bears’ Defense 


73 Mike Hartenstine, 98 Tyrone Keys 
76 Steve McMichael, 72 William Perry 
99 Dan Hampton, 72 William Perry 
95 Richard Dent, 98 Tyrone Keys 

55 Otis Wilson, 51 Jim Morrissey 

50 Mike Singletary, 59 Ron Rivera 

58 Wilber Marshall, 59 Ron Rivera 

22 Dave Duerson, 23 Shaun Gayle 
45 Gary Fencik, 23 Shaun Gayle 

27 Mike Richardson, 48 Reggie Phillips 
21 Leslie Frazier, 31 Ken Taylor 


Bears’ Specialists 


PK 
P 

PC 
KC 
ts 

PR 
KR 


6 Kevin Butler _ 
8 Maury Buford 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
63 Jay Hilgenberg, 57 Tom Thayer 
4 Steve Fuller, 18 Mike Tomczak 
22 Dave Duerson, 85 Dennis McKinnon 
29 Dennis Gentry, 83 Willie Gault 


Packers’ Defense 


76 Alphonso Carreker 
94 Charlie Martin, 79 Donnie Humphrey 
90 Ezra Johnson, 93 Robert Brown 


LOLB 59 John Anderson, 51 Guy Prather 
LILB 55 Randy Scott, 99 John Dorsey 


91 Brian Noble, 52 George Cumby 


ROLB 53 Mike Douglass, 51 Guy Prather 


22 Mark Lee, 27 Gary Hayes 

26 Tim Lewis, 24 Mossy Cade 
37 Mark Murphy, 43 Daryll Jones 
41 Tom Flynn, 28 Mike McLeod 


Packers’ Offense 


80 James Lofton, 87 Walter Stanley 
67 Karl Swanke, 75 Ken Ruettgers 
70 Keith Uecker, 57 Rich Moran 

58 Mark Cannon, 60 Blake Moore 
65 Ron Hallstrom, 71 Mark Shumate 
68 Greg Koch, 67 Karl Swanke 

85 Phillip Epps, 88 Preston Dennard 
82 Paul Coffman, 86 Ed West 

12 Lynn Dickey, 16 Randy Wright 
31 Gerry Ellis, 40 Eddie Lee Ivery 
33 Jessie Clark, 42 Gary Ellerson 


Packers’ Specialists 


10 Albert Del Greco 

11 Joe Prokop 

11 Joe Prokop 

58 Mark Cannon 

58 Mark Cannon 

85 Phillip Epps, 42 Gary Ellerson 
87 Walter Stanley, 85 Phillip Epps 


SCUBA DIVING IN CLEAR WATER 







eDiving Air eSwimming 
eSales & Service ° Equipment Rental 
eSnorkeling eCamping 
GROUPS WELCOME 






Discount for Instructors 
with groups of 6 or more 


MORRISON SPRINGS 
P.O.Box95 PONCE DELEON, FLORIDA 32455 
| 904-836-4223 <— 


CHICAGO BEARS 
FAN TOURS 


BEARS AT DETROIT 


DECEMBER 21-22, 1985 
Motorcoach Tour from $99.00 ' 


OPTION TOUR 


FOR $15.00 p.p. see 
THE CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS 
VS THE DETROIT RED WINGS 

DECEMBER 21, 1985 
7:35 p.m. 
Includes Transportation and Game Ticket 
FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 
AND BROCHURE CONTACT 


Red Carpet TRAVEL 


1044 E. 162nd Street 
South Holland, IL 60473 



















LD 
ot Wiog. 









Area (312) 596-0070 


HOURS: Mon. & Fri. 9-8; Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9-5:30; Sat. 9-1 
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Packers 


Continued From Page 8 
win.” 

THE GREEN BAY defense gave the Lions fits. Besides creat- 
ing the six turnovers, the Packers held the Lions to just 56 yards 
on the ground. 

“lt was an all-out effort by the defensive line,’’ said DE Ezra 
Johnson. ‘‘The offense, defense and special teams all played well 
today. We finally got a team down and kept ’em down. When 
you've got ’em down, my theory is to kill a knat with a sledge 
hammer. Our killer instinct came out today.” 

This victory proved, that with proper protection, Dickey can be 
deadly as a passer. This performance was in great contrast to 
Dickey’s showing vs. the Jets when he completed just six of 18 
passes for 84 yards and was yanked from the game by Gregg. 
A few days later, he told Gregg he didn’t feel confident as a starter 
and asked the coach to bench him. Gregg complied but was not 
thrilled about it. ¢ 

“VE NEVER HAD a request not to start before,”’ Gregg said. 
“Your first reaction is, ‘If a guy doesn’t want to start, what good 
is he to you?’ ”’ 

Gregg, however, didn’t hold a grudge. He started second-year 
QB Randy Wright in the next game (vs. St. Louis), but when the 
Wisconsin product showed he couldn't move the team, he turned 
back to Dickey. The 15-year veteran out of Kansas State came 
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ith Football Challenge, the 

armchair handicapper’s dream 

contest! So easy, such fun! 
A real game of skill unmatched by 
any other contest! 

With Football Challenge, your 
straight up winners compete only 
against those of other contestants! 
No pointspreads! It's dynamic, it's 
exciting; it's a chance to collect your 
share of a $25,000 overall prize 
package! It’s Football Challenge from 
Games of Skill! 
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6th-65th Prize 
































AND HERE'S HOW IT WORKS! 


Send in the entry blank below and a 
one-time $15 Football Challenge Club . 
membership fee to Games of Skill. 
Within just a few days, you'll receive 
your player's packet which includes 8 
game cards, each listing 14 pro foot- 
ball games scheduled to be played 
during the last eight weeks of the 
regular season. You simply choose 
your winners—remember, that’s 
straight up, no pointspreads—and 
return the card for that week to 
Games of Skill. Your tally (and that of 
all the other contestants) will be 
recorded each week. At the end of 
eight weeks... 65 armchair han- 
dicappers will cash in on one of 65 
terrific cash prizes! And one of those 
winners could be you! 
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(} YES! Enclosed is an SASE! 
Please send more information! 





Name 
Address 
City State Zip 


WIN$I0,000.. 
our football 


icappi 


1065 TERRIFIC PRIZES 


Ist Prize WINS 
2nd Prize WINS 
3rd Prize WINS 
4th Prize WINS 
5th Prize WINS 


Winners 66-1065—Certificates 


SO EASY TO PLAY 


What a fun way to test your handi- 
capping skill! You simply look over: # , 
the card for the week and rate your al 
winners in 1-2-3 order. Let’s say - 
that this week’s matchups in- ~ 
clude Miami and New England, / 
Dallas and Buffalo, and San Fran- 
cisco versus Los Angeles. If 
your first choice is Miami to 
win over New England, simp- « 
ly write in a 1” beside | 
Miami. If your second 
choice is Dallas to win ~ 
over Buffalo, 
write in a 2” beside 
Dallas. If your next 
best choice is San G 
Francisco, then mark 
a '3’’ beside Los Angeles. Done? Just 
drop the card in the mail! We’ll record 
the totals from all the cards received. 
Players who are 100% for the week 
i will receive a bonus—an extra 100 
= points! All totals count toward the 


CHALLENGE 


(1 I'M READY. Enclosed is my 
$15 club membership fee! 


Mail to: GAMES OF SKILL, 20370 Rand Road, Palatine, IL 60074 
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off the bench and threw three touchdown passes but the Cardi- 
nals still won, 43-28. 

Dickey’s quarterback rating has shot up like a spaceship in re- 
cent weeks. After five games, he ranked fourth in the NFC with 
a 86.1 rating. 

AS USUAL, DICKEY’S main target is WR James Lofton. Af- 
ter five games, Lofton ranked fifth in the conference with 387 yards 
on 24 catches. Against the Lions, Lofton caught 10 passes for 
151 yards, and in the process, he set a Packer ail-time mark for 
receiving yardage. The previous record, of 7,991 yards, was set 
by Don Hutson and stood for 40 years. y 

“It’s significant when you get a chance to sit back and think 
about it,’”’ said Lofton of the record. “‘It is meaningful because 
it was a 40-year old record, and because this is an old organi- 
zation.” 

The other main targets for Dickey are WR Phil Epps and TE 
Paul Coffman. After five games, Epps had 15 catches for 226 
yards and two touchdowns while Coffman caught 13 for 163 and 
four TD’s. Ss 

ONE OF THE BIGGEST stars on offense this season has been 
fullback Jessie Clark. He is averaging 6.1 per carry and had a 
80-yard run vs. the Cardinals. Halfbacks Gerry Ellis and Eddie 
Lee Ivery have also contributed to the solid rushing attack which 
ranked third in the NFL after five weeks. The Packers are aver- 
aging 151 yards per game on the ground. 

Defensively, the Packers have played on an ‘‘average’”’ level. 
They rank 15th overall, 16th vs. the rush and 17th vs. the pass. 
They are allowing 344 yards per game and have let up an aver- 
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final week when some lucky person 










$10,000 CASH wins $10,000 cash—all ties win! 
$5,000 CASH It's simple! Why you don’t even 
$2,500 CASH have to keep your own tally. As a club 
$1,000 CASH member, you'll receive status reports 

$500 CASH that tell you how you are faring. 






WINS $100 CASH And Ee there is to it! 
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GAMES OF SKILL 
20370 Rand Road 
Palatine, IL 60074 

(312) 438-2788 


Inturmanonal requests do not require a 
purchase Send your SASE today! 





















































age of 25 points per contest. While the Packers have recovered 
10 fumbles, they have only intercepted three passes. Two of those 
interceptions have been made by linebacker Randy Scott while 
USFL refugee Mossy Cade has the other one. 

Scott is the team’s leading tackler with 25 solos and he also 
has a sack. Strong safety Mark Murphy has 23 solos while out- 
side linebacker John Anderson has 21. Cornerback Tim Lewis 
also has 21 solos. 

DEFENSIVE END EZRA Johnson is the club’s sack leader with 
five while fellow end Robert Brown has four. Left cornerback Mark 
Lee leads the team in passes defended with nine while reserve 
linebacker Guy Prather has five. Cade, who is the only defen- 
sive back to have an interception, has been unabie to crack the 
starting lineup. He plays behind right corner Tim Lewis. 

Rookie Walter Stanley, a Chicago native, is second in the NFC 
in punt returns with a 10.7 average. Gary Ellerson is averaging 
just 18.3 on kickoff returns. 

Placekicker Al De! Greco hit on four of his first five field goal 
attempts. Rookie punter Jeff Prokop ranks last in the conference 
with a 39.5 average. His net average is just 33.3. 

The game vs. the Bears next Monday night at Soldier Field will 
be the third consecutive NFC Central contest for the club. Fol- 
lowing a game at Indianapolis next week, they play the Bears 
again and then travel to Minnesota. 

“We have a lot of tough Central Division games coming up and 
we have to come out and play hard week after week after week,” 
said Dickey. 
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QUARTERBACK RANDY WRIGHT 


Doug’s Picks 


BENGALS by FOUR over OILERS 


Houston can't even buy a win. 


COWBOYS by SIX over EAGLES 


This is the Dallas of old. 


BILLS by THREE over COLTS 


Finally, Buffalo wins! 


RAIDERS by SEVEN over BROWNS 


Cleveland is brought back to reality. 


CHIEFS by TWO over RAMS 


Los Angeles loses one. 


FALCONS by THREE over SAINTS 


Atlanta wakes up. 


JETS by TEN over PATRIOTS 
Without Eason, New England is dead. 


STEELERS by SIX over CARDINALS N 


St. Louis is fading away. 


VIKINGS by TEN over CHARGERS 


Minnesota gets back on track. 


49ERS by TEN over LIONS 


San Francisco wakes up. 


BRONCOS by EIGHT over SEAHAWKS 


Seattle doesn’t have it anymore. re 


DOLPHINS by THIRTEEN over BUCCANEERS 


Poor Tampa Bay! 


GIANTS by TWO over REDSKINS 


New York may be a bit stronger. 


BEARS by TEN over PACKERS 


Chicago shows off on national TV. 

Last week’s record: 5-8 vs. fina! point spread (38.5%) 
Actual winners: 9 out of 13 (69%) 

Season record: 46-37 vs. final point spread (55.4%) 
Actual winners: 55 out of 83 (66.2%) 

NOTE: Doug makes his selections before the epening 
lines are announced. 


Final Score Is All That Counts 


Winning Can Be Habit-Forming 


The Bears have looked especially good this year on 
those occasions when they haven't looked great. 

That's when they’ve looked like winners. 

1T DOES SOUND confusing. Bear fans aren't very ac- 
customed to this delightful chore of rooting for consistent 
winners, so they may have some misconceptions. They 
may think the real winners are the teams that crunch their 
epponenis like beetles week after week. 

Winners look great when they do that. But even losing 
teams look great when they. roll over an opponent once 
or twice a year. The Bears beat Green Bay 61-7, remem- 
ber, ina 7-9 season. Winners win by big scores more often, 
but even with winners, the lopsided victory is more the ex- 
ception than the rule. 

Look at San Francisco last year. When the 49ers were 
5-0 en route to their 15-1 regular season, they had not beat- 
en a team by more than 12 points. They wound up win- 
ning six games by more than two touchdowns, but they 
also struggled to win by three against Detroit, which 
finished 4-11-1; by seven against Tampa Bay (6-10) and 
by nine against Atlanta (4-12). 

THEY WON THE games that could have gone either 
way. That's what separates the champions from the also- 
rans. That’s what Bear coach Mike Ditka had in mind when 
he said, “‘l think winning sometimes becomes a habit to 
a team.” 

When winning teams struggle to win, it’s usually be- 
cause losing teams are good enough to make them strug- 
gle. And they're often at their best against winning teams. 

“4 think you find out once you start winning that even 
though you're ready, your opposition might have a little 
more incentive to pull off a big one,” Ditka says. 

THAT HAPPENED TO the Bears at Tampa Bay, where 
they fell behind 12-0 in the first half. The Buccaneers were 
dominating the game. They passed the ball up and down 
the field, almost at will. They held the Bears to two first 
downs in the first 28 minutes of the game. The Bears 
looked awful, even to Ditka, who admitted to getting “a 
little carried away” with tirades on the sideline. 


a 


“We felt we had complete control of the game,’’ Bucs 
tight end Jimmie Giles said. 

But if losers can be good enough to make winners strug- 
gle, they’re usually not good enough to put the winners 
away. The Bears have been there. it used to be a regular 
exercise in frustration against the Vikings. The Bears 
would outplay them for virtually the whole game. They 
would have the game under control. Then they would 
shake their heads afterward and say they really had ‘em 
this time, if only it hadn’t been for that one play the Vik- 





ings made or the one the Bears didn’t make. 

THEY THOUGHT THE Vikings were lucky. They thought 
they must have kept losing some kind of shell game. 

Now they know better. Now they’re seeing that chasm 
between winners and losers from the other side. Now 
they’re the kind of team that leaves Tampa Bay mutter- 
ing in its beard, wondering how it could play so well and 
let a game get away. 

“H's about time,’ said Walter Payton, playing with a win- 
ner two consecutive years for the first time in his 11-year 
career. } 

“THE THING THAT sets this team apart from teams 
in the past is, regardless of how far behind we get or how 


oo. 








once! 
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he luxury of one phone call just before ga 
time to receive the combined knowledge of 1eB 
of the top sports services in the cae ( 


eBetter still — imagine a company that will 
several key games for you; not just one! 


eA company with a “‘state of the art’ phone 
system capable of handling hundreds of calls at 
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many mistakes we make, nobody loses confidence in the 
system or the people. There’s just a feeling on this team 
that regardless of what they do to us, we’re going to come 
back at them.” 

Even if they play a generally sloppy game, the Bears 
know they can do the things they have to do to win. Win- 
ning teams do that. : 

Winning teams make their opponents settle for field 
goals. If the Bears hadn’t done that against Tampa Bay, 
they could have fallen behind by three touchdowns instead 
of 12-0. 

WINNING TEAMS force turnovers when the offense is 
struggling. Dave Duerson’s interception was the play that 
turned the game around at Tampa Bay, just as Willie 
Gault’s long kickoff return and long pass reception had 
turned around games against Washington and Minneso- 
ta. “‘We’re ordering them every week,”’ Ditka said, ‘‘and 
they keep coming in different ways.” 

Winning teams let plays like'that spark them. Losing 
teams are unsparkable. For a losing team, Duerson’s in- 
terception might not have been memorable. It gave the 
Bears good field position, but not at the fringe of the end 
zone. They still had to drive. Jim McMahon still had to 
throw a perfect pass to Dennis McKinnon for the touch- 
down — “through a keyhole,” as Ditka put it. 

Winning teams throw and catch those difficult passes. 


Losing teams don’t try them. But as McKinnon said, “Jim: 


knows we'll come up with it if he throws it anywhere near 
us. We’ve been doing it all year.” 2 

““WE’RE RELAXED,” safety Gary Fencik said of the 
difference between the Bears’ current winners and past 
losers. ‘We're able to take chances. If something doesn’t 
work, it’s not the end of the world. 

“When you’re playing relaxed, it’s going to work more 
times than it doesn’t. You don’t hesitate. You just make 
the play.” 

Winning teams don’t let up once the momentum has 


Continued Next Page 
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LINEBACKER MIKE SINGLETARY (50) gives a few pointers to Wilber Marshall. (Bear 
Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) : 


eA company prepared to provide all of this and 
much more at an unbelievable price! ix 





e Your call is toll-free, our literature is interesting. 
Simply leave us your name and address. After 


all we truly are 


The PEOPLE S CHOICE of Amcnica. Ine. 


431 Pine St., Burlington, Vermont 05401 
800-252-6684 — 24 Hours — 7 days a week. 
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Winning Habit 
Continued From Page 11 


turned to their favor. McKinnon’s pass, remember, and 
Gault’s plays the two previous weeks, did not put the Bears 
ahead. They were behind, but there seemed to be no way 
of stopping them. 

WITH A ONE-POINT, lead against the Bucs, the Bears 

made their only sustained drive of the game. It put them 
two scores ahead and greatly reduced Tampa Bay’s catch- 
up time. Winning teams do that. 
_ Then when the Bucs charged right back to make it a 
one-point game again, Ditka said, “A lot of clubs will get 
deflated. You might hear people saying, ‘Oh-oh, here we 
go again.’ But | didn’t hear that. The only thing | heard 
was, ‘Let’s go back up the field. Let’s run some time off 
the clock. Let’s score some points.” 

Winning teams play offense with their defense and 
defense with their offense. The units pick each other up. 
Duerson’s interception got the offense started. Then, when 
the defense faded and gave up that quick touchdown, let 
the Bucs come within one point, it was time for the offense 
to help the defense. It needed to make first downs. 

ON THIRD-AND-three, the Bucs would have had the 
ball back with about four minutes left if they had stopped 
the Bears. Plenty of time for a winning field goal. The Bears 





had failed earlier to make easier first downs. But they didn’t 
this time. Winning teams make first downs when the game 
is on the line. 

Winning teams aren’t afraid to try difficult plays when 
they have to keep the ball. They know they can make them. 
They also know the difficult plays are more likely to get 
the job done. ‘‘All | know is whenever |! play it close to the 
vest, things don’t work out,’’ Ditka says. 

The Bears used to do that. When they were losers, they 
would have been afraid of trying a long pass on second- 
and-11 with two minutes left and a one-point lead. They 
would have been too wary of the odds that it would be- 
come third-and-11 and then fourth-and-11. So they would 
have wound up punting on fourth-and-three instead, af- 
ter gaining short yardage on safe plays. 

AGAINST TAMPA BAY, McMahon threw downfield on 
second-and-11, and Gault made a 48-yard catch that set 
up the clinching touchdown. Winning teams don’t put 
themselves in a position to lose on one big play. 

“Last year, | don’t think we had the confidence to call 
that play, and | don’t think the offense had enough confi- 
dence to execute it,’’ defensive tackle Dan Hampton said. 
“This year it’s, ‘We’ve got to have this play to win and 
put the game out of reach. Let’s do it.’ ”’ 

Winning teams don’t worry about plays not working. 
They make them work. They know they can. 

They don’t always win in ways that are suitable for fram- 
ing. They just win. 


Bears’ Cumulative Stats 


SIX-GAME TOTALS 
TEAM STATISTICS 
Bears Opp. 

TOTAL FIRST DOWNS .................... 126 99 
MOTAMNETMVARDS aay ec, cer nc: 2340 1890 
AVg:\PeriGamelrmesccy te stones combine nc. 390.0 315.0 
NET YARDS RUSHING .................... 899 513 
AvgsPer Game sanoc-3. tere mone se eee 149.8 85.5 
NET YARDS PASSING .................... 1441 1377 
AVgsPemGame <.cceee =. sti atnestee ee 240.2 229.5 
PENALTIESIVYARDS#ee.......2.:.0 ee cece 42/316 54/414 
FUMBLES/BALLS LOST ................... 6/4 12/7 
TOUCHDOWNS Mee eves te pene 21 2 


Bearsiae nat), ona Si) Ge) 65 41 — 189 

Opponents ............ 24 «46 7 21 — 98 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. LG 1D 


CHICAGO BEARS 


In KOYAN DEVAN | Xs) 


NOT SINCE THE Alamo HAS TEXAS SEEN 
A BATTLE LIKE THIS!!! 


NOV. 17, 1985 -2 NITES - FROM 319° p.p. 


MIAMI 


MONDAY NITE, DEC. 2 


WHAT’S INCLUDED: DEPARTURE NOV. 29, 1985 
e3 DAY CRUISE Aboard the T.S.S. CARNIVAL 


* Round Trip Air Transportation to Miami 
* Reserved Seat For Game 
% One Nite’s Accommodations - (Miami Beach) 
* Pre-Game Victory Part 
* A Complimentary T-Shirt 


CRUISE FEATURES: 


x All Transfers Between Airport - Ship - Game - Hotel 
* Eight Meals and Snacks a Day 
# Welcome Aboard Party « Captain's Dinner 


FULL CASINO (NOT JUST SLOTS) 


PRICE PER PERSON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 
FROM $69900 AND CABIN CATEGORY NO. 4 


RATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


20TH CENTURY TRAVEL 


PHONE 687-7815 
5543 W. 159th St., OAK FOREST, IL * 60452 





RECEIVING No. Yds. Avg. LG TD 
McKinnon:- +. te ctestiaeeee 20 «6381 «2419.1 48 6 
Moorehead .................. 16 217 136 25 1 
Payton snes ones Solera 20 1090.9 co, 1 
Gatlin. ccc a Sto eee 16 855) 922/2-) 70 1 
SUNGV xt toe. a acy rs ace ae 15> “965 2674. 5=.21 1 
Margerlin's a2... Scene, 10' 103 10:33 18 0 
PASSING Att. Cmp. Yds. Pct. TD _ Int. 
McMahon ............. 154 97 1388 629 10 6 
Bullefoo aac tc es 20 1Gieeeele 4a 65;0/eanO) 1 
Rayong eto eee 2 1 10) 50; Ofna 0 
DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
PLAYER Til. Ss A PD FR Int. SK 
Rencikstroscce. AT Oli 10 3 0 2 0 
Singletary....... 44 35 9 2 0 1 3 
Marshall ........ Re 8) 7 0 1 1 4 
Fraziieernteresee 27 33 4 6 0 3 0 
Duerson........ 25 24 1 4 0 1 1 
Richardson...... 21 19 2 14 0 1 0 
McMichael ...... 21 18 3 1 1 0 4 
Wilson ...... Seeker as 6 1 0 1 2 
Dentist 5a: 13 13 0 4 0 1 6 
Hartenstine...... 12 9 3 1 0 0 0 
Hampton ....... 10 9 1 1 2 0 1 
Gayle s:5, ar 9 7 2 0 1 0 0 
Perry 2 cae 8 6 2 0 0 0 0 


CODE KEY: Ttl. (total tackles), S (solo tackles), A (assists), PD (passes 
defended), FR (fumble recoveries), Int. (interceptions), SK (sacks). 


National TV, Radio 


Next Monday night’s game, featuring the Bears and 
Packers, will be televised nationally via ABC (Channel 7). 
The broadcast begins at 8 p.m. CST. The game will also 
be carried nationally via the NBC Radio Network. In Chica- 
go, the radio broadcast can be heard on the WGN (720) 
AM Radio Network. 


WRIST WATCH 


It's unique and practical. The wrist watch with a sweat suit. Ideal for ail 
sports, this digital quarts watch comes with two elasticized terry sweat 
bands. Watch easily peels off and presses on second band so you can 
wear one and wash one. Choice of § sports designs and 2 love designs 
make it great for gift giving. $12.95, incl. shipping/handling. Gift-boxed. 





Horizons, Inc, 6 No. Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY 10573, Dept. CB 
Please send__ No Sweat watches at $12.95 each. 
Design(s):L Tennis L)Soccer (Football (JBaseball 
JBasketbail Heart OLips 
Indicate: [JFemale ()Male 
(iCheck/M.O. enclosed. Charge to LIVISA IMC Amer. Exp. 























Acct. No. Exp. Date. 
Order Toll-Free 800-431-2824, Mon.-Fri. 95 EST in NLY. (914) 939-5151 





Name 
Address 


City/State/Zip nad 
One year guarantee. Allow 4-week del. NY residents add appro. sales tax. 














NFL SCHEDULE 


THIRD WEEK 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
CHICAGO BEARS 33, Minnesota Vikings 24 
= SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
N.Y. Jets 24, Green Bay Packers 3 
Indianapolis Colts 14, Detroit Lions 6 
New Orleans Saints 20, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 13 
N.Y. Giants 27, St. Louis Cardinals 17 
Dallas Cowboys 20, Cieveland Browns 7 
Denver Broncos 44, Atlanta Falcons 28 
New England Patriots 17, Buffalo Bills 14 
Philadelphia Eagles 19, Washington Redskins 6 
San Diego Chargers 44, Cincinnati Bengals 47 
Miami Dolphins 31, Kansas City Chiefs 0 
San Francisco 49ers 34, L.A. Raiders 10 
Pittsburgh Steelers 20, Houston Oilers 0 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23 
L.A. Rams 35, Seattle Seahawks 24 


FOURTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 
CHICAGO BEARS 45, Washington Redskins 10 
St. Louis Cardinals 43, Green Bay Packers 28 
Detroit Lions 30, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 9 
Minnesota Vikings 27, Buffalo Bills 20 
Dallas Cowboys 17, Houston Oilers 10 
L.A. Raiders 35, New England Patriots 20 
N.Y. Giants 26, Philadelphia Eagles 20 (OT) 
Kansas City Chiefs 28, Seattle Seahawks 7 
New Orleans Saints 20, San Francisco 49ers 17 
Miami Dolphins 30, Denver Broncos 26 
N.Y. Jets 25, Indianapolis Colts 20 
L.A. Rams 17, Atlanta Falcons 6 
Cleveland Browns 21, San Diego Chargers 7 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
Cincinnati Bengals 31, Pittsburgh Steelers 24 


FIFTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6 
CHICAGO BEARS 27, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 19 
Green Bay Packers 43, Detroit Lions 10 
L.A. Rams 13, Minnesota Vikings 10 
Miami Dolphins 24, Pittsburgh Steelers 20 
indianapolis Colts 49, Buffalo Bills 17 
New Orleans Saints 23, Philadelphia Eagles 21 
N.Y. Jets 29, Cincinnati Bengals 20 
L.A. Raiders 19, Kansas City Chiefs 10 
Cleveland Browns 24, New England Patriots 20 
Seattle Seahawks 26, San Diego Chargers 21 
Denver Broncos 31, Houston Oilers 20 
Dallas Cowboys 30, N.Y. Giants 29 
San Francisco 49ers 38, Atianta Faicons 17 
























































MONDAY, OCTOBER 7 
Washington Redskins 27, St. Louis Cardinals 10 


SIXTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13 
CHICAGO BEARS 26, San Francisco 49ers 10 
Green Bay Packers 20, Minnesota Vikings 17 
L.A. Rams 81, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 27 
New England Patriots 14, Buffalo Bilis 3 
Cleveland Browns 21, Houston Oilers 6 
Denver Broncos 15, indianapolis Colts 10 
Washington Redskins 24, Detroit Lions 3 
Cincinnati Bengals 35, N.Y. Giants 30 
Philadelphia Eagles 30, St. Louis Cardinals 7 
Dallas Cowboys 27, Pittsburgh Steelers 13 
L.A. Raiders 23, New Orleans Saints 13 
San Diego Chargers 31, Kansas City Chiefs 20 
Seattle Seahawks 30, Atlanta Falcons 26 


SEVENTH WEEK 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20 


























SaniFranciseoateDetroits< .... Se foo ae oa 1pm. 
SaniDiego*at!Minnesota) —<..050 2.0.5) eas ee Noon 
Tampa: Bayrats Miami. <2. 2 ed ee a ee 4 p.m. 
Gincinnati:at:houston;.. 2. ies apm ee = ae Noon 











Dailas:at Philadelphia: © ~ 4, Shoe ae eS 1 p.m 
Indianapolis: at-Buffalok.... 7.7 hg. Som 1 p.m. 
L.A. Raiders at Cleveland ...................--05- 1 p.m. 
L.A. Rams at Kansas City ...... ee > Ree Noon 
New Orleans, at-Atlanta’. —. . 2... Same. Du Rate oe 1 p.m. 
N.Y: Jets at‘NewEnglandixc ee. 26.2. oe 4 p.m. 
St. Louis:at Pittsburgh: fies aioe seen cee ee 1 p.m. 
Seattle at Denver oer tet ta eeetoen ae, 2 p.m. 
Washington at N.Y. Giants ....................... 1 pm. 






MONDAY, OCTOBER 21 
Green Bay at BEARS.............. 






...- (ABC) 8 p.m. 






Bears’ Radio Network 


illinois WwCOE LaPorte 


WGN __...-Chicago (flagship) WITCA Plymouth 
WwOWS : Champaign WRIN *. Rensselaer 
WODZ... 5 ever > «+ 0 J DBCRRUT: WSBT South Bend 
WEPS Freeport 
WAKO . - Lawrenceville 
WRAM ms Monmouth 
WMBD Peoria towa 
WPOK Pontiac KLBA Aibia 
WJEZ (FM) Pontiac KGPS Burlington 
WGEM 4 - Quincy KCRG Gedar Rapids 
WFRX West Frankfort KKZX : Davenport 
WHO . Des Moines 
indiana KDTH Dubuque 
WEZR .. . Fort Wayne KOKX Keokuk 
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Cliff Thrift Is Thrilled To Be a Bear 


Just before going on a July vacation earlier this year, 
linebacker Cliff Thrift checked in with the coaching staff 
of his NFL team, the San Diego Chargers. 

“t went in to talk to the coaches to kind of find out where 
| stood,’ he remembers. ‘‘All of them — including Don 
Coryell himself — indicated that there was absolutely no 
problem.” 

THUS ASSURED, the six-year veteran contentedly took 
three weeks off to travel with wife Clarice and their chil- 
dren. Rested and refreshed, the Thrift family returned to 
San Diego. 

As was their custom, the first thing he and his wife did 
upon returning home was to piay back messages on their 
telephone answering machine. “Coryell was on there,”’ 
Thrift reflects grimly. ““He sounded very subdued and the 
tone of his voice was almost apologetic. 

“He said, ‘We waived you and you were picked up by 
the Chicago Bears.’ He kinda stammered around for a lit- 
tle bit, and then he said, ‘why don’t you just give me a 
call when you get home.’ To tell the truth, | didn’t do any- 
thing for about’a half-hour. 

“?T TOOK ME the half-hour just to let it kinda sink in 
and to realize what had happened,”’ Thrift goes on. 
“Clarice and | kinela kept staring at each other, like, are 
we both hearing this the same way? It caught me totally 
off-guard, totally by surprise. 

“So then | did give Coryell a call and he really didn’t 
say much. He tried to say a lot of things and wound up 
saying nothing. A new owner had come in and was shak- 
ing things up and | sensed that the decision was not made 
completely by Coryell.”’ 

Thrift was deflated and devastated. He also felt 
betrayed. 

“| HAD NEVER given the Chargers les than 100 per- 
cent,” he bristles. ‘“Never. | couldn't understand why it 
was happening to me. | guess it was then that | grew up. 
It was then that | realized that, really, there isn’t a lot of 
loyalty, not when it comes down to business. 

“There is no: such thing as loyalty in business decisions, 
and pro football is a business. Absolutely. Absolutely. A 
total of 23 guys from last year’s San Diego Chargers team 
are no longer there.-That’s 23 guys — pretty unbelieva- 


ble, | think.” 

He had no intention of retiring from professional foot- 
ball. Because of his vested-veteran status, he could have 
filed for free agency, but instead preferred to go with the 
Bears because they had expressed an interest in him. 

THRIFT WAS wondering why he had been claimed by 
Chicago, but then understood when he heard of Mike Sin- 
gletary’s contract squabble. He figured that he’d at least 
get showcased in some preseason games, therefore en- 
hancing his chances of being picked up by another club. 

“When Singletary came into camp and | still wasn’t cut 
— | started to see a ray of hope then,” he says. Thrift was 
playing and practicing progressively better during the 
preseason. Following the final exhibition game against 
Buffalo, he was presented with a game ball for his perfor- 


By 
Michael 
Haggerty 








mance against the Bills by head coach Mike Ditka, mak- 
ing the team in the process. 

“That felt great,’’ says Thrift, smiling at the memory. 
“lt felt great because there was a long time — six, seven 
weeks — of sheer hell, when | was wondering whether or 
not | was going to make the team. 

“YOU WORK AWFULLY hard, you know. You go 
through a lot of headaches and body aches, wondering 
if it’s all going to be worth it, if it’s all going to matter in 
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the end. 

“Everyday you ask yourself, ‘What am | doing here?’ 
Then things worked out, ‘and it really made it all worth- 
while. But the greatest thing was after | had made this ball- 
club,”’ he continues. 

“So many guys came up to me and said, ‘Congratula- 
tions. If anybody deserved to make this team, you did.’ 
That made me forget how bad | had felt when | was waived 
by the Chargers. To have a group of guys | had known 
a relatively short amount of time show that much support 
— well, that made me feel better than just about anything.” 

THE BEARS TRAINING camp was, indeed, quite a try- 
ing experience for Thrift. It marked the first time in his 
seven NFL seasons that he came into camp not knowing 
whether or not he’d land a spot on the roster. 

But he did successfully impress the Bears coaching staff 
and, he figures, ‘‘this whole thing is turning into a bless- 
ing in disguise. The Charger team | was on last year can’t 
play with this Bear team I’m on this year. 

“The Bears are a better team. I’ve gone from things 
looking hopeless to playing on and contributing to a win- 
ning ballclub, a team that has an excellent chance of go- 
ing to the playoffs and then on to the Super Bowl. 

THRIFT HAS A variety of monetary interests back in 
San Diego and was not financially dependent on playing 
pro ball. However, the game still holds an unrelenting at- 
traction for him. 


“Let’s not kid ourselves. Practice isn’t that much fun,”’ 
he points out, “but what makes it worthwhile to me is Sun- 
day, when they play the national anthem and you get those 
butterflies in your stomach and you fly down the field and 
make contact and you know that you made good contact. 
There’s nothing else like it.” 


Thrift admits to being ‘‘29 or 30. How about 29 and hola- 
ing?” he laughs. He knows that the pro football career he 
enjoys so much can’t go on forever. 

“There’s the cliche that “‘the Turk’ is going to one day 
get us all,” he says, but for now, at least, Cliff Thrift is 
still outdistancing that ultimately triumphant opponent. 
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Perfect 


Continued From Page 3 


Right from the start of last Sunday’s game, the Bears’ 
offense proved it is a much better unit than the one which 
laid a goose egg in the NFC Championship. From the 
opening kickoff, McMahon drove the team 73 yards on six 
plays and Payton carried the ball the final three yards for 
a touchdown which put the visitors in front, 7-0. On the 
drive, McMahon completed three of five passes for 64 
yards including a 34-yard strike to Gault which set up the 
touchdown. 

“| made-up my mind | was not going to play them like 
| did last time,’’ said Ditka. “I was going to establish some- 
thing and make them fear something and that was the 
pass. | told our team starting off | was not going to run, 
run, run, punt. | said, ‘We’re coming out and are going 
to challenge tham and that’s what we’re gonna do.’ ”’ 

THE NEXT TIME the Bears got the ball, McMahon had 
them on the move again. The first play was a 26-yard pass 
to TE Tim Wrightman, who was substituting for starter 
Emery Moorehead (he did not play due to a bruised knee 
sustained at Tampa Bay). The Bears got as far as the 49er 
17 before Kevin Butler came in and connected on a 
34-yard field goal to give the team a 10-0 lead. It would 
be the first of four Butler field goals. 

The defense set up the next Bear scoring drive. On the 
first play of the ensuing series, Montana connected with 
TE Russ Francis on an eight-yard pass. Marshall Stripped 
the ball away from Francis and it was recovered by Hamp- 
ton at the 49er 26. Four plays later, Butler kicked a 38-yard 
field goal to make it 13-0. 

Chicago’s defense wasn’t through. On the third play of 
the ensuing series, running back Wendell Tyler fumbled 
when hit by Hampton. The ball was recovered by Wilson 
and it set up a 27-yard field goal which made it 16-0. 

“THOSE TURNOVERS WERE two big plays,”’ said Dit- 
ka. “They made the hits. They were solid hits. That is big 
time football.” : 

The Bears had the game in total command at this point 
and only a ghastly error would give the 49ers a chance 
to come back. Bingo! McMahon throws the ball up for 
grabs and Williamson picks it off and returns it for a touch- 
down to make it 16-7. 

“Jim shouldn’t have thrown the ball,”’ said Ditka. “They 
blitzed the linebacker and 42 (Ronnie Lott) came up and 
covered Matt (Suhey). Jim figured because Lott was out 
of the middle no one was in there. That can happen to 
anybody.” 

“*| GAVE THEM the only'seven points they got all day,” 
said McMahon who was still disgusted with himself fol- 
{owing the contest. “The interception was my fault. | got 
pressured and tried to throw it away but somebody was 
sitting up there.” 

Before the half ended, Montana drove his team 65 yards 
on 15 plays and the 49ers cut the lead to 16-10 on a 
32-yard field goal by Ran Wersching. 

The third quarter was a battle of the defenses and pun- 


‘ters. Neither team scored and the Bears had the only 


chance of getting some points. They got as far as the 49er 
35-yard line and were faced with a fourth-and-two. Ditka 
decided to go for it and it appeared to be a great deci- 
sion. McMahon completed a 24-yard pass to Suhey but 
the play was called back due to a holding penalty assessed 
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to Covert. The Bears had to punt. 

BEFORE THE QUARTER ended, the Bears began their 
next scoring drive. McMahon drove the team 67 yards in 
12 plays before Butler kicked a 29-yard field goal to make 
it 19-10. The series included a 17-yard run by Suhey. 

With 11:14 left in the game, the Bears got the ball at 
their own 34 and wanied to eat up some time. Payton was 
given the ball on six consecutive plays and got it to the 
San Fran. 42. Four more running plays got it down to the 
29. McMahon then hit Suhey on a nine-yard pass. Two 
plays later, Payton carried it 17 yards for a touchdawn 
which sealed the victory. The drive had eaten up seven 
minutes and 33 seconds. 

“The thing that was encouraging right at the end was 
we needed to move the ball and we moved with it. We got 
a lot of time off the clock and we managed to get a touch- 
down out of it. Walter was outstanding. We went back to 
doing the old Bear stuff in running the football,” said Ditka. 

THE COACH SAID it was a perfect ending to a victory 
over the defending champs. 

“It was a great win for us. We beat a heck of a football 
team. Today was our day. We weren’t quite as fortunate 
the last time we played them,” said Ditka. 

“| think you have to use the World Champions as a 
barometer. Last year we took a giant step when we beat 
the Raiders. This year hopefully we took a giant step by 
beating the 49ers. The only barometer you have in sports 
is to beat the people at the top. It was really satisfying.” 

“The Monsters of the Midway is back,” said Wilson. 
“This is a notch under your belt to beat a team like the 
49ers. If you can control a team like this, there shouldn't 
be too many other teams in the league you can’t control. 
We just whooped the Super Bowl champs.” 

GAME NOTES: The Bears have the longest regular season 
winning streak in the NFL (seven games). ... Twice during 
the last three seasons, the Bears have held the 49er offense 
to no touchdowns. That last time was in a 1983 victory at Sold- 
ier Field. Those are the only two times in Bill Walsh’s tenure 
with the 49ers that his club hasn’t scored an offensive touch- 
down.... The Bears are 11-4 in the last 15 games Jim McMa- 
hon has started. ... The Bears have outscored opponents 
65-7 in third quarters. .. . Against San Francisco, the Bears 
controlled the clock for 13 more minutes than the 49ers... . 
The 49ers won the penalty battle by being assessed with 13 
for 94 yards. The Bears were penalized seven times for 45 
yards. ... Maury Buford continues his excellent punting. He 
had three for 135 yards, a 45.0 average. His longest went 57 
yards and it was all through the air with no wind aid... . The 
Bears have recorded 23 sacks and are well ahead of their 
record pace of 72 which they compiled last season. . .. With 
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WALTER PAYTON BREAKS away for some of his 132 
rushing yards. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


TE Emery Moorehead on the sidelines with a knee injury, OT 
Andy Frederick was used as a TE in two goalline situations. 
Jim McMahon attempted two passes to Frederick but both 
went incomplete. ... There were only 964 ticket hoiders who 
didn’t show up for the game which was played at Candlestick 
Park.... Only Mike Tomczak, Moorehead and WR Dennis 
McKinnon (out with a knee injury) did not play vs. the 
49ers. ... Mike Ditka awarded game balls to the entire offen- 
sive and defensive linés and their coaches.... The Bears 
are now 27-20 under Mike Ditka and have won 21 of their jas? 
28 regular season games... . San Francisco had not lost by 
this many points since Sept. 20, 1981 when Atlanta won over 
Walsh & Co. 34-17. 





GUARD MARK BORTZ (62) gives Jim McMahon plenty of time to throw. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 
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All the Ingredients 
Dear Doug, 

After buying your fine publication over-the-counter for a year, 
| just recently subscribed, and | look forward to its weekly arrival. 
it’s a classy publication... keep up the good work! 

| have been a Bear fan since the age of 13 (about 20 years 
new) and have remained loya! throughout many disappointing 
seasons, You can imagine my excitement last year, which has 
been exceeded 1,000-fold so far this season. What a start! If the 
Bears’ slaughter of the Redskins didn’t make believers out of the 
most skeptical, what will? 

For the first time in what seems like eternity, the Bears have 
a first-rate passing quarterback in Jim McMahon. What can be 
said about Walter that hasn't been said before? He contributes 
to every win; if not by rushing then by blocking, passing, or receiv- 
ing. And what a pair of wide-outs in Gault and McKinnon. The 
Bears had better plan on hanging on to Willie for a long time. 
| like his attitude and his spirit; not to mention his ability oln the 
field. If the Bears don’t have this guy scoring points for them, 
they'll have him scoring points against them. The defense, as 
always, is the best, and the special teams are doing a fine job. 
It's truly ‘“Teamwork”’ this year, isn’t it? 

I'm in full agreement with Athion’s Pro Football in their Super 
Bow! XX prediction when they say, ‘It’s the year of the Bear!” 
if all key players stay healthy, | truly believe that the Bears will 
go to AND WIN the Super Bow! this year! This entire team and 
their super coach, Mike Ditka, deserve to,go. But no one deserves 
it as much as Walter Payton. He has stuck by this team through 
the lean years when he undoubtedly had chances to go else- 
where. A player of his caliber must not retire without at least one 
Super Bowl ring. My hope is that he gets it. If | thought God was 





WITH STEVE FULLER (left) holding, Kevin Butler connects on one of four field goals 
vs. the 49ers. (Bear Report photo by Jonathan Daniel) 


as concerned about football as | am, | would even PRAY for it. 
Rev. Greg Carlson 
Rockford, IL 


Disagrees With Florida Reader 
Dear Doug, 

| just want to respond to a letter in the Oct. 3 issue of the BEAR 
REPORT. Some person named Nate Lehrmann from Miami 
Beach, FL wrote in about Buddy Ryan leaving the Bears after 
the 1985 season. Also he stated the fact Mike Ditka has had noth- 
ing to do with the recent Bear success. 

Well Nate, | think you've been out in the Miami sun a little too 
long because you're way out of line!! Sure Buddy Ryan has had 
a lot to do with the success of the Bears, but Mike Ditka has done 
a super job also! He came into a very bad situation and has turned 
it around in three short years. Mike has done a great job in the 
draft, and has gotten all the dead weight off the Bears’ roster. 

Buddy is a good defensive coordinator, but if he didn’t have 
the horses Ditka has brought in, he wouldn’t be accomplishing 
too much! 

Nate, another stupid statement you made was if Buddy left he’d 
be in the ranks of Shula, Walsh, Knox and Landry?? | believe 
it would take more than three years to get into a group like that, 
but maybe not if you’ve been out in the sun too long!! 

Finally, no Bear fan would write an article like yours Nate, so 
please don’t write back, you’re a JOKE!! 
’ Walt Morris 
Noblesville, IN 


Looking For Autographs 
Dear Sir, 
\’m writing to request the address where | may send for auto- 
graphs of both Walter Payton and Danimal Hampton. 
Jon M. Swearingen 
Upland, CA 
Editor’s Note: You can write to all of the Bears players at 250 
N. Washington Rd., Lake Forest, IL 60045. 


Time Is Deceiving 

Dear Doug, 

Much was made of the fact that 19 seconds went off the clock 
on Willie Gault’s 99-yard kickoff return against Washington. 

No one mentions that outside the two-minute warning on each 
half, the clock starts when kicker’s toe meets the ball. Take five 
seconds off from 35-yard line to one-yard line, one second for 
equipment, throw in one slowdown for a block, a couple of fakes 
and you see Willie was really movin!! During last two minutes clock 
starts when ball legally touched or if kicked into end zone when 
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runner Crosses goal line, should he so choose. 
Sincerely 
Jack Pittges 
Chicago, IL 


Helpful Su i 
Dear Editor, P ggestions 


Understand, please, that | think the BEAR REPORT is great. 
The following suggestions, therefore, are not from a critic com- 
plaining about a lack; rather they are from an admirer trying to 
improve a success. 

1) In addition to the two-deep lineups for offense and defense, 
I'd love to see the lineups for other formations. Who are the spe- 
cial teams — kicking and receiving? The nickel defense team? 
The goal-line stand team? At the end of the Vikings game, the 
Bears were playing a three-man line with a host of pass defenders. 
Who played where? 

2) How about some play and formation diagrams? Exactly how 
does the 46 defense work? Who goes where on the halfback op- 
tion pass? What's the safety blitz look like? A regular X and O, 
play-of-the-week feature would be great. 

3) More specifics, more detail, more coaches’ comments and 
evaluations, more technical information, please. A perfect exam- 
ple of what I’m talking about is Kevin Lamb's September 26 piece 
about the changes,Buddy Ryan is making in the defense. 

4) Remember always that we out-of-town Bear fans depend on 
the BEAR REPORT for nearly all of our information about the 
Bears, so just because something is common knowledge in Chica- 
go about the Bears doesn’t mean we know about it at all. 

Keep up the great work, Mark. 

; Jack Foster 
Los Angeles, CA 


Where Is Hampton? 
Dear Doug, 

The first issue of your BEAR REPORT arrived and is very in- 
formative. I’m in Europe at the moment and have been listening 
to the Bears’ games over radio and I’m wondering the reason 
why Dan Hampton is not playing. 


Peter Kondlles 

U.S. Navy Commsta 

Editor's Note: Dan Hampton missed the first two preseason 

games as he recovered from off-season knee surgery but he has 
played in all the regular season games. ~ 
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